*¢*< The small sign in front of the Wayland Library 
= “tells all who stop to read it that this’ ‘is the “First 
x ze ‘Free Public Library in Massachusetts, Founded 
ve in 1848.” 


iv Adually the library movement began here April 
6, 1796 when the Reverend Josiah Bridge, pastor 
of the First Church in Wayland (which was then 
East Sudbury), organized the “East Sudbury 
Social Library.”’ The original thirty- two members 
paid a membership fee of four dolla 


assessment of twenty-five cents for Pp rt ase of 
books. The first purchase was thirty. x yolumes, 
but by 1832 the collection had grown tc 27 vol- 


umes and was kept in the private hom 
successive librarians who were pai “tw 
Mp yearly for services. Its book of recor 
3 of the volumes were transferred to 
Public Library when it was founded. ae * 


In 1815 the Reverend John Burt Wight, of the 

First Parish, collected moral and relig ious books 

which were kept at the Church and were for the 

~~~ free use of the townspeople. This it known as 

the “East Sudbury Charitable Libary,” It in. 

creased by donations and purchases The ‘rom contri- 

butions to about 300 volumes, and 71 of the books 

were later transferred to the Wayland Public 
Library. 


The Common School Libraries were begun in 

1845 when the town ordered the purchase of about 

sixty volumes to be kept in each of the six district 
schools for use of the students and others. The six 
collections were exchanged annually among the 

_ Schools and thus were widely read. After the town 
> library was established the school libraries were 
. _ moved there by vote of the Town Meeting in 1851. 


THE 
WAYLAND FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The start of the Wayland Free Public Library 
came about on Commencement Day at Brown Uni- 
versity in 1847. The college president, the Rever- 
end Francis Wayland, expressed to his good friend 
Judge Edward Mellen from Wayland, whom he 
often visited here, a wish to help establish a library 
in that town. The Reverend Wayland offered to give 
$500, provided the citizens of Wayland would 
raise an equal amount. The proposal was submitted 
at a Town Meeting held January 17, 1848 and an 
agent, Mr. James Sumner Draper, was appointed 
to canvass the town for subscriptions. Two hundred 
and eight persons subscribed the amount of 
$553.90, and at Town Meeting on March 6, 1818 
articles “to hear any proposition respecting a 
library” — “to see if the Town will accept money” 
for a library were favorably acted upon and the 
town then held $1000 for a “Free Public Library.” 


Judge Mellen had expressed doubt about the 
right of a town to tax inhabitants for a public 
library, The Reverend John Burt Wight, who was 
at that time a state Representative, started action 
in the Legislature which resulted in the passing of 
the “Library Act” in May 1851 which made it legal 
for tax money of any city or town in the Common- 
wealth to “establish and maintain libraries for the 


_ use of the inhabitants thereof.” 


Old records say that shortly “a Library room 
was completed but was unsuitable and was not 
accepted”; so a committee was appointed to “pre- 
pare a room in a proper and convenient place.” 
In June 1850 a room was ready for use in the Town 
House (now Collins Market) and a_ librarian 
chosen at a yearly salary of one hundred dollars 
to be paid by the town. The first books were given 
out on August 7, 1850 on a Saturday afternoon, 


he 


Bbebly, as the library was open only on Saturday 
fternoons and evenings. A regulation of the times 
stipulated that any resident of the town, over the 
age of fourteen, might take out one book at a time, 
but no family might have more than three at one 
time. 


A “Library Celebration” took place on August 
26, 1851, expenses being paid by the town. The 
Reverend Francis Wayland was, of course, the 
guest of honor. “A most interesting occasion it was 
from several reasons. First, from the cause that 
originates it. This cause was most justly stated in 
the following words, by Dr. Wayland to Judge 
Mellen, the president of the day, while witnessing 
the people old and young, crowding the church in 
which the celebration was held, in every available 
place. ‘This gives me a higher idea of New England 
character than any thing I have before witnessed. 
Your inhabitants have assembled without distine- 
tion of age or sex, to celebrate, with joyful festivi- 
ties, not any great victory, not any great political 
event, but the founding of a library.” Judge 
Mellen gave an address of thanks to Dr, Wayland, 
and in replying Dr. Wayland said, “Our fathers 
founded schools where we are taught to read; when 
we know how to read we want something to read 
— we want books.” 


In 1874 a reading room was established in 
Cochituate, books being supplied from the main 
Library for Cochituate readers. This reading room 
was maintained for many years in rented quarters 
in a business block on Main Street until. very re- 
cently when it was moved to modern quarters in 
the new municipal building. 


In 1878 a more generous Town Meeting allowed 
$462 for books and $150 for the librarian and an 
assistant, There was also an appropriation of $5.44 
for a library clock. About that time many “works 
of art” were presented; these included the oil por- 
trait of the Reverend John Burt Wight which now 
hangs over the fireplace on the right as one enters 
the reading room, and a picture of Francis Way- 
land which hangs to the left of the clock as one 


stands at the desk and looks up. Also presented 
were a number of India ink portraits, some of 
which still hang in the Library. Many Wayland 
residents gave books to the Library. One of the 
most prolific writers of her day, Mrs. Lydia Maria 
Child, whose home still stands on Old Sudbury 
Road, presented a copy of one of her books 
(Progress of Religious Ideas, 3 vols.) in 1855; 
after her death in 1880 her estate gave thirty-two 
more, so the Wayland Library has a valuable set 
of her works and a fine collection of her letters. 


The Library has been benefitted greatly by sev- 
eral trust funds established by persons interested in 
its growth. Among them are James Sumner Draper, 
Ella E. Draper, Sarah Webster Heard, Lydia Maria 
Child, Grace Campbell Draper, Cynthia G. Roby, 
Harriet Coburn Damon, Ada H. Wellington, Jona- 
than M. Parmenter, Isaac C. Damon, and Francis 
Shaw. Some of these trust funds were established 
for books, some for maintenance, and one was for 
“books other than Novels.” 


In 1879 the Library was moved at a cost of $20 
to “new, commodious and pleasant apartments” in 
the new Town Hall (the-peesent-one). In 1896 Mr. 
Warren Gould Roby, prominent Wayland citizen, 
whose portrait hangs in the reading room opposite 
the Reverend Wight’s, gave the town $10,000 and 
land on which to build a library building. The 
architect was Mr, Samuel Mead of Weston of the 
firm of Cabot, Everett & Mead. The result of that 
generous gift was our present fine building which 
wags dedicated in 1900 900.\The Shaw Room in the 
basement of the library is available for group 
meetings and was established in memory of Mr. 
Francis Shaw who contributed much to the library 
during its formative period. 


Mr. Henry Wight served as librarian during the 
first fifteen years, and was succeeded in 1865 by 
Mr. James Sumner Draper, who held the position 
for twenty years. Mrs. John Heard took over from 
him in 1885 and served until 1901 when Mrs. 


Mabel T. S, Small carried on in the new building . 


until 1903. Miss Margaret Wheeler gave continu- 
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ice for thirty-nine years from January 1, 
until her death on December 31, 1941. This 
‘extraordinary record of devotion to service 
from om its citizens to ‘the Town of Wayland ~~ five 


Ce in 92 years! 


In July 1944 the F riends of the Wayland Library 
were organized with the purpose of furthering 
interest in and use of the Library, 


Wayland citizens have reason to be proud of 
~ their Library and the long history behind it, There 


Gare many comments on its attractive appearance — 


“"and friendly atmosphere; the annual circulation 
has grown to about 38,000. It houses a collection 


of over 30,000 volumes, particularly rich in local 


history and the fine arts. Quoting again from Dr. 
Wayland’s letter to Judge Mellen, anticipating the 
beginning of the first library i in this state, “How 
~ noble one expression the prospect which it 


example it should be permitted to spread and cover 
the soil of New England, so that every man 
amongst us should have an abundant supply of 
intellectual food, Who can estimate its results upon 
our country. If every man who goes out from 
New England bears with him these ideas and con- 
siders the means of intellectual culture a necessary 
of life, what may we not expect from such a spirit 

. What is to become of this country no one can 
foretell but let us labor with our whole strength, 
as God shall give us opportunity, to lay the foun- 
dation of its moral and intellectual character so 
broadly and so firmly that no contingency within 
the range of human prescience can render it other 
than an intelligent and virtuous people. This 
granted we may leave the results to Providence.” 
Even before Dr; Wayland’s inspiring letter the 
founders of that first “Social Library” expressed 
the conviction that much of our “happiness depends 


on the General diffusion of useful Knowledge by 


the free use of well chosen books.” 


Proceedings at Dedication of Town Hall, Dec. 24, 1878. 
Heard, Jared M., Origin of the Free Public Library 


Wayland Town Reports 1878-1879, 1879-1880, 1900- 


opens”... this effort “is by no means little if by 
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